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MISSION AND PURPOSE STATEMENT

MISSION STATEMENT:  We seek to facilitate authentic corporate praise and worship through which the Holy Spirit ministers, God is glorified, and Christ is proclaimed.

PURPOSE STATEMENT:  Our purpose is to be a team who model a “life” of worship passionately unto God;  being intentional in our love of the Church body  (Deut 6:4-9-13, Colossians 3); while being a witness to the unsaved as we sing, declare, praise, and worship the Lord through music, the arts, and our life (Psalm 95-98).  

CORE VALUES

1.  Worship is a lifestyle: Becoming a fully devoted follower of Christ is the first step to becoming a genuine worshiper.  Presenting our bodies as living sacrifices unto God daily is our primary spiritual service of worship (Rom. 12:1) as we learn to love the Lord with all of our heart, soul and might (Deut. 6:5-14). 

2.  Worship is a spiritual encounter with the risen and living God of the universe:  We recognize only one guide to worship–the written Word of God, which says we are to worship in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24).

3.  Authentic worship is an exercise of relationship, not religion: We do not define worship by the kinds of instruments used, the clothes worn, the time we gather, or the music sung.  Authentic worship comes from the heart as we: respond to God in prayer, praise His name and character, remember His works and promises, surrender our will to His, voice our satisfaction of His grace, mercy, love, justice and salvation (1Sam 1:12, Ps 100:1-5, 1 Chr. 16:11-31, John 4:20-24, Eph 5).

4.  Discipleship: We believe true Christianity requires lifelong devotion rather than a one time decision.  Thus, we expect worship team members to be submissive to His Word, accountable to the body, and active in the discipline of prayer, Bible study, and church service.

5.  Excellence honors God and blesses people: We serve an excellent God!  As worshipers we are to declare the Excellencies of Him who has called us... (1 Pet. 2:9), and to work heartily in everything we do (Col. 3:23-24).  Therefore, we expect and encourage artistic excellence and Biblical integrity from its members.

6.  Leadership: God places leaders within the church to equip the people to do the work of ministry.  This is true of the worship ministry as well (1 Cor. 12, Eph. 4).

7. Ownership/Membership: We are committed to the leadership, vision, mission, values and strategies of Faith Evangelical Free Church and the Worship 

Ministry.  We commit our time, talent and treasures to God’s purposes here.  (Ex. 23:16, Acts 2:42-47, Eph. 4:16).

8.  Servanthood: We are to follow Christ’s example by serving with humility and love (Phil. 2).  Jealousy, a competitive spirit, unreconciled relationships and hypocritical performances inhibit corporate worship and should have no place within the Worship Team (Acts 13:45, James 3:16, Jeremiah 12:5, Matt. 5:22-24, 6:5).

9.  Creativity and Diversity: Beauty is a craving of the soul.  Music and the arts are powerful tools to communicate the timeless message of God’s Truth.  Art is a means of worship, not an end.  Variety in style, musical genre, presentation, color, format, instrumentation, etc...opens new windows into the souls of both the saved and unsaved.

10.  Community: God has designed us to know one another, love one another, serve one another, and celebrate God with each other.

I. SCRIPTURE THAT EXPRESSES WHY AND HOW WE ARE TO WORSHIP
A. “In Spirit and Truth”

John 4:20-24

20 “Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you {people} say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.”
21 “Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, and hour is coming when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father.

22 “You worship that which you do not know; we worship that which we know, for salvation is from the Jews.

23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.

24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

· Worship the Father

· Worship is personal, relationship—not religion

· Here’s a tough quote to chew on:  “You don’t make better worship by new songs or more instruments, you make better worship by improving your relationship.”  (Graham Kendrick 1/30/94, Tallinn, Estonia Worship Seminar)

· Don’t worry about the external but the internal (guitars, drums, music, are great, but external.  Don’t spend all your time there).  Using a lot of instruments and having diversity in musical sound is merely a gift of God—see the Psalms.  I enjoy the sounds of fine instruments played skillfully whether they be a (an) organ, piano, guitar, mandolin, banjo, mandocello, recorder, celtic harp, oboe, French horn, trumpet, tuba, baritone, bass, drums, mountain dulcimer, violin, flute, tambourine, etc. we have used all of these instruments to praise God and inspire the congregation to see and hear the beauty of God, but without a proper attitude towards Him the instruments are worthless.  God wants our heart.

· Here’s a question:  “What does the music we play in our church say about the God we worship?”  Beauty is a craving of the soul.  The music that we play in our church should be of high quality.  The music still matters.  Our music should be orderly and we should implement our best musicians for God’s glory.  Good music inspires us to something other than ourselves—mainly God.  So, music aids us as it is a vehicle of voicing our praise to God.

· Here’s the key:  “Where do you worship?—In the Spirit!

· Worship in Truth from the scriptures.

· We are worshipers all day long.  Singing songs is merely one way we worship together.  The best Sunday worship comes from those who worship Monday through Saturday.

B. “A living and holy sacrifice…your spiritual service of worship.”

Romans 12:1-3

1 “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, {which is} your spiritual service of worship.

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

1.  Surrendering to the will of God 

· “Worthship” is an old English word that means—how much something is worth; the value of what something is worth in God.
· When Jesus knelt at Gethsemane he prayed in agony as he felt the weight of the world, He said “not my will but your will be done.”
· God leads us to this surrendering.  You can’t make it happen.
· In the garden Christ surrendered himself unto God’s will.  It was an act of sacrifice, an act of worship.
· Be careful not to think that you are only worshipping when music is playing:  Communion is an act of worship—a celebration of Christ’s sacrifice.
· Giving tithes and offerings is also an act of worship.
· Offering our whole lives is the most important part of worship (again it is a Monday to Sunday thing).
2. Old Testament Sacrificial System

Leviticus, meaning “and he called”, is the descriptive account of God’s orders for sacrifice, offerings, laws, rituals, and “worship”.  Just as well, Leviticus is a writing that describes the festivals and remembrances that God ordered.  Read this book with the understanding that the Israelites are camping in the shadows of Mount Sinai following their deliverance from bondage—and “they had seen and heard the thunders and lightening on their future blessings and boundaries of being God’s people.  Looking at Leviticus from an evangelical perspective, one may wonder of the importance of this “bloody” book.  Why would God order such bloody, “cultic” worship?  What purpose does it have in our understanding of knowing God?  La Sor writes, “These instructions concern cultic ritual and worship—the acts and attitudes which Yahweh’s people are to maintain if they are to have unbroken fellowship with Yahweh”. (La Sor, 151)  We must understand that the OT is much about God teaching, or re-teaching mankind ways in which to receive his blessings through fellowship.  In Leviticus, holiness is a prerequisite for approaching God in worship.  The sacrifices of animals symbolized the identification of sins, and the expunging of them by offering them to God.  They confessed their sins and presented guilt offerings.  Why so bloody?  Blood is a symbol used much in the Bible for it is the “life source”, “the bottom line” reality of the temporal ness of man.  By offering sacrifices to God, believers in ancient days offered their best temporal possession (aside from humans) to God because they understood that God’s sovereign grace would save them.  The laws are for maintaining the perspectives we must consider the perfect way in which the book of Leviticus helps us understand the sacrifice of Christ.  Christ is the “substitute lamb” and symbols have been “replaced by a reality” (La Sor 161-162).  “The same grace that snatched them from slavery in Egypt sought to maintain regular communion with them.  God’s holiness insisted that for fellowship to be enjoyed, sin must be dealt with, and on terms acceptable to him” (La Sor, 161).  May the believers of today never allow the true concept of “justification by grace,” mask the individual’s need to recognize that sin is till a barrier that distances themselves from God.
C.
Worship is about praising God

1.  Praising His Name

I Chr. 16:29-31
29
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come before Him; worship the LORD in holy array.

30
Tremble before Him, all the earth; indeed, the world is firmly established, it will not be moved.
31  
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; and let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”



2.  Praising His Deliverance


Exodus 15:1-3

1
Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, “I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; the horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.

2  
“The LORD is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will extol Him.


3  
“The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is His name.
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3.  Praise prompted by Remembering His Promises and Work


I Chr 16:11-15


11  
Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His face continually.

12  
Remember His wonderful deeds which He has done, His marvels and the judgments from His mouth,


13  
O seed of Israel His servant, sons of Jacob, His chosen ones!


14  
He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth.

15  
Remember His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to a thousand generations.
· Remembering what God has done for us is where we go first in worship—the redemptive work of salvation, the cross, resurrection, grace, faithfulness, His Word, etc.

· Our response comes second.  We need the response, but response follows reminder / reawakening.  Michael Hart, a prominent worship leader from Vancouver, Canada, remarks that a “common modern day issue is that the response has been glorified in the wrong places.”  He states that “one aspect of response songs is that they focus so much on our response that we lose the dynamic of God’s story.”

· Remind me who my God is one more time, what He has done, and what He is doing!

· There needs to be a healthy interplay between God’s story and our response (my / our story).  The Israelites were good at this.

· Hymns seem to favor high content (His story) while praise songs (often more intimate as were a lot of David’s psalms) seem to favor a response.  Modern writers like Mac Powell, Keith Green, Stuart Garrard, and Matt Redman show us how to voice passion with high content, so we’re always reminded why we are responding.  So, it is good to incorporate a variety of “Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs”.  (Eph. 5:20)

4.  Praise and Thanksgiving

Psa. 100:1-5


1
Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.


2
Serve the LORD with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing.

3
Know that the LORD himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; {we are} His people and the sheep of His pasture.

4
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, {and} His courts with praise.  Give thanks to Him; bless His name.

5
For the LORD is good; His loving-kindness is everlasting, and His faithfulness to all generations.


5.  Praise in Response to Answered Prayer

Hannah’s silent prayer:  worshipping from the heart, not aloud.  (1 Sam 1:12)

I Sam 1:12-15

12
Now it came about, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli was watching her mouth.

13
As for Hannah, she was speaking in her heart, only her lips were moving, but her voice was not heard.  So Eli thought she was drunk.

14
Then Eli said to her, “How long will you make yourself drunk?  Put away your wine from you.”

15
But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am a woman oppressed in spirit; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have poured out my soul before the LORD.

II Sam 2:2-5

2
“There is no one holy like the LORD, indeed, there is no one besides Thee, nor is there any rock like our God.

3
“Boast no more so very proudly, do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed.


4
“The bows of the mighty are shattered, but the feeble gird on strength.

5
“Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry cease {to hunger}. Even the barren gives birth to seven, but she who has many children languishes.

6.  Fear of the Lord


Acts 9:31

31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.

Prov 1:7

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Rev 14:6-7

6 And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people;  

7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.”

7.  The Polarity of Love and Worship


Eph 5:1-20

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children’

2 And walk in love, just as Christ also love you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

3 But do not let immorality or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints;

4 And {there must be no} filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God come upon the sons of disobedience.

7 Therefore do not be partakers with them;

8 For you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light

9 (for the fruit of the light {consists} in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 

10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

11 And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;

12 For it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.

13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.

14 For this reason it says, “Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise,

16 Making the most of your time, because the days are evil.

17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

19 Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;

20 Always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;

· Eugene Peterson points out that “there is no mature love without worship and there is no mature worship without love.”
· Both love and worship are done in relationship.

· We are to walk as Christ walked and love as Christ loved.

· Peterson rightly states that “the world does not revolve around us but around the Trinity.”

· Idolatry:  I am in control yet that which I think I have mastered has mastered me; it tends to become obsessive.  Realize that anything that we idolize we will quickly become bored with it.
· Worship:  Is done in relationship, the way we respond to God.
· “A worshipper loves God and loves God’s people…our love is important not our music”  Bob Fitts (Integrity recording artist/worship leader).
· Our worship will be tested at the heart of the matter—Love.

· The 21st century church needs to be weaned off of methodology—and drawn towards something more dynamic and real.  The first century church grew due to the POWER of the Holy Spirit, PASSIONATE PREACHING OF THE WORD OF GOD, UNITY, and LOVE.  
Please note that this is not an exhaustive list on scripture and worship—merely a starting point.

II. 
WHAT GETS IN THE WAY OR INHIBITS CORPORATE WORSHIP?

A. Jealousy
Acts 13:45

45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy, and {began} contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming.

I Cor 3:3

3
For you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?

James 3:16

16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.

B. Competitive Spirit

Jer 12:5

5 “If you have run with footmen and they have tired you out, then how can you compete with horses?  IF you fall down in a land of peace, how will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?”

C. Unreconciled Relationships

Matt 5:22-24

22
“But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, ‘Raca,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty {enough to go} into the fiery hell.

23
If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you,  

24
leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.

D. A Performance

Matt 6:5

5 “And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men.  Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.

Matt 23:25

25
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.

Matt 23:27-28

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.

28 Even so you too outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

E. Lip Service Instead of the Heart

Mark 7:5-8

5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?”

6 And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.

7 ‘But in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’

8 “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men.”

F. Lack of Prayer

Eph 6:18

17 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.

James 5:16

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.  The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

G. Lack of Preparation
Eph 6:14-15

14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 And having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

H. Lack of Servant Leadership

Matt 23:10-12

9 “And do not be called leaders; for One is your leader, {that is,} Christ.

10 “But the greatest among you shall be your servant.

11 “And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.

Luke 22:26-27

26
But not so with you, but let him who is the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as the servant.
27
“For who is greater, the one who reclines {at the table,} or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who reclines {at the table} but I am among you as the one who serves.
I. Word-Deprived

Rev 22:7-9

7
“And behold, I am coming quickly.  Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.”

8
And I John, am the one who heard and saw these things, And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

9
And he said to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book; worship God.”


I Cor 1:18

18
For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

J. “Individual” versus Corporate Worship
Col 2:18

17 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on {visions} he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,

K. Confusion

I Cor 14:20-33

20
Brethren do not be children in you thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your thinking be mature.

21
In the Law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of strangers I will speak to this people, and even so they will not listen to Me,” says the Lord.

22
So then tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe, but to unbelievers; but prophecy {is for a sing} not to unbelievers, but to those who believe.

23
If therefore the whole church should assemble together and all speak in tongues, and ungifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad?

24
But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an ungifted man enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all;

25
the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.

26
What is {the outcome} the, brethren?  When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation.  Let all things be done for edification.

27
If anyone speaks in a tongue, {it should be} by two or at the most three, and {each} in turn, and let one interpret;

28
but if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.

29
And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment.

30
But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, let the first keep silent.

31
For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted;

32
and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;

33
for God is not {a God} of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
L. People-pleasing instead of God-pleasing
Exod 32:1-6

1
Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”

2
And Aaron said to them, “Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughter, and bring {them} to me.”

3
Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears, and brought {them} to Aaron.

4
And he took {this} from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, and made it into a molten calf; and they said, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.”

5
Now when Aaron saw {this,} he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow {shall be} a feast to the LORD.”

6
So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

M. Sin

Isa 59:1-2

1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.

2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden {His} face from you, so that He does not hear.

N. Worldliness

Luke 4:5-8

5  And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

6 And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.

7 “Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours.”

8 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”
O. Building projects without spiritual maturity

Acts 7:43-53 (from Stephen’s sermon just before being murdered by a mob)

43 ‘You also took along the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of the god Rompha, the images which you made to worship them.  I also will remove you beyond Babylon.’

44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who spoke to Moses directed {him} to make it according to the pattern which he had seen.

45 “And having received it in their turn, our fathers brought it in with Joshua upon dispossessing the nations who God drove out before our fathers, until the time of David.

46 “And {David} found favor in God’s sight, and asked that he might find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.

47 “but it was Solomon who built a house for Him.

48 “However, the Most High does not dwell in {houses} made by {human} hands; as the prophet says:

49 ‘Heaven in My throne, and earth is the footstool of My feet; what kind of house will you build for me?’ says the Lord; ‘or what place is there for My repose?

50 ‘Was it not My hand which made all these things?’

51 “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.

52 “which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?  And they killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;

53 you who received the law as ordained by angels, and {yet} did not keep it.”

Special Note:  The “pro” of all the “cons” just listed are: humility, forgiveness, God-centeredness, prayer, love, sacrifice, action, servant hood, truth/study, order, faithfulness, confession, and repentance.  A praise and worship team member should strive to employ these virtues daily as preparation for corporate praise and worship on Sunday.

III.
THE INITIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THE WORSHIP MINISTRY AT FAITH EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH ARE:

1. The believer has attended FEFC for at least 6 months…and/or

2. The believer has been discipled by an elder or pastor…or

3. A letter of recommendation is sent from the believer’s previous church.

4. In the case of special one time participation (such as a believer playing a trumpet as a call to worship, a guest speaker, a musician, etc.) the elder overseeing that specific FEFC ministry may approve of their involvement through prayerful discretion.

5. In all cases, the believer seeking a position in the worship ministry must be approved by the Pastor of Worship and elder of Worship.

6. We acknowledge that in the first century Church women played a significant role in ministry under the authority of men who were under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:3, Phil. 2, Matt. 23:10-12, I Peter 5:1-7).
WHY?

· So new attendees can rest a while.  Often people coming from other churches are exhausted from “doing” ministry.  They need a time of Sabbath before entering into public ministry again.  A waiting period is for their protection and well being.
· They need to know and agree with the distictives/statement of faith/etc. of the Church.  Where there is no unity chaos reigns.
· Accountability: Often new attendees are running from a problem they didn’t reconcile at their previous church.  Baggage and unreconciled relationships need to be dealt with before a person is useful for public ministry.  

IV.
WORSHIP TEAM (how we function)
1. Prayer is foundational to the team being enabled by the Holy Spirit.  Prayer fosters mutual dependency as a team, as opposed to self sufficiency in our own giftedness.  Our dependence on God helps us approach our rehearsals and services in an attitude of unity.  Prayer is essential for this to occur.

2. The nature of a team ministry necessitates each of us to utilize good communication skills.  Encouraging one another helps foster a sense of team spirit.  Any conflicts that arise need to be resolved with a sense of charity and graciousness.  Issues need to be directly communicated, person to person.  We seek to emulate Christ by being respectful and sensitive to each other.  Maturity and a sense of humor are helpful assets.

“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers and sisters, be compassionate and humble.”  I Peter 3:8

3. In our Sunday morning service we seek to emphasize what is helpful to the congregations’ praise.  Our approach is intended to be devotional, passionate and ultimately Christ-focused.  We seek to serve and inspire the congregation to participate in corporate praise and worship.
4. All groups that lead our congregation in worship should seek unity in theological content and be focused on Christ.  The choice of music at FEFC should focus on God’s person and work in Christ and our response to Him.  The ideal in songs is a healthy balance of both.  Out of remembrance, we desire to respond to Him further through heartfelt song, so that we are drawn deeper into intimacy or reflection. Some songs merge both content and response.

5. We encourage the worship team to become multifaceted in its worship. Singing songs becomes a metaphor for worship but it is not restricted to either traditional hymns or contemporary praise songs.  Worship may also involve:  reading of traditional Creeds that unite the body, responsive reading, drama, poetry, even dance, a time of praise, and corporate prayer.

6. Music rehearsals and planning for the service are every Thursday night at 7:00.  Sound Techs should arrive by 6:30-45 to get the stage and sound gear ready.  

7. During rehearsal, we encourage contributions to the music arrangements in order for songs to grow and enjoying creativity.  People need to be built up and encouraged with their gifts but personal music growth is not our main objective.  Praise and worship is our key.

8. For this reason, the worship team should become a unit that blends into the worship of the congregation—not overpowering or distracting it with outrageous sound levels or dominance of any instruments or persons.  At the same time—too low of sound settings are no better.  Mainly because it does not allow the team to lead the congregation well because they struggle to hear them.  Also—low sound levels can inhibit the intensity and celebratory aspects of worship due to a muzzled mix.  The sound techs have an important and difficult job to perform.
9. The worship team is required to meet at 7:00 a.m. every Sunday for setup, prayer, and practice.  Sound technicians play an essential role in Sunday mornings and are integral to the team.  They need to be at the church at 7:00 a.m. as well.  The team will lead both services and should meet in the music room 15 minutes before the second service for prayer.
10. Clean up after Sunday services is the responsibility of the team members who sang, played and ran the sound system.

VI. WORSHIP TEAM (responsibilities)
The following items are a few things that we expect faith worship team members to practice and model:
· Have the heart of a worshipper: Love God and Love God’s People!

· Set a good example by being a witness of Christ within the church and community.

· Attend worship at FEFC regularly (at least 75%) and be committed to its goals.

· Attend an Adult Bible Fellowship or an accountability group regularly for study, accountability and friendship. Worship is not a performance—but a life.
· Attend the Church’s Membership and Maturity classes 101 and 201 within reasonable time (two years seems easy enough).

· Seek unity and love in the church body and seek reconciliation when relationships have been broken.

· Follow the biblical model of dealing with unresolved conflict (Matt 1815-20):  Go to the person of concern in love; if unsuccessful with a friend; if still unsuccessful with a pastor or elder.

· Honor those with whom I minister protecting their reputation by refusing to hear or spread gossip.  And to pray for other team members and build them up!

· Worship Team Members who are married will not council or meet alone with a person of the opposite sex at any time (abiding by this principle brings honor to both our mates and God).  If unmarried, a team member should never put another person into a compromising situation.  This includes before and after practices at the church, on retreats, and in public.

· If married, my spouse is in full support of my involvement in the worship ministry.

· Be on time for Thursday rehearsals and the Sunday Services.  If a conflict arises the team member should find a replacement and phone the Pastor of Worship letting him know. 

· Attend special meetings/forums/retreats intended for the Worship Team.

· Be committed to the Philosophy of ministry regarding Worship at Faith EFCA and work within its framework.

· Have a sense of humor, have fun, seek peace and enjoy God’s gift of life!

VII. Worship Leader (responsibilities)


· All that is expected from the Worship Team and the following:

· Contacting the pastor regarding the focus of his sermon or the service so there might be a marriage of Word and worship.  And so that you will be aware of any special events happening on that day of worship.
· Preparing for and leading all practices.

· Prayerfully consider the theological content when choosing music.

· Have all music prepared and photocopied before the Thursday practice.

· Time management:  The part of the service involving announcements, music, prayer, etc. should be completed in at least 40 minutes so the sermon can take place.  (I wish time wasn’t such a concern in the American Church).

· Ensure the service runs smoothly.

· The worship leader should take all problems or concerns to the pastor overseeing the Ministry of Worship at FEFC—Ted Kitzmiller.  He is the worship leader’s covering and advisor.
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